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'Pencil to remain an essential tool in visual arts' 
BY MARIECAR JARA-PUYOD 

THE "graphite" or the pencil shall remain an essential--if not the most important tool--in visual arts even though modern technology has crossed boundaries and has given birth to digital art, a British artist believes. 

"Keep the pencils around," Angela Eames told The Gulf Today on Monday afternoon, after delivering a lecture on her artworks and genre of combining the old and new technology for these, before a group of art students as well as enthusiasts from the American University Sharjah and the Dubai International Arts Centre. 

In Dubai for her "Surfacing" exhibit, the West England lady stressed the significance of the pencil as an art implement, as she also expressed that whatever she produces today through the help of the computers, are already a carry over of her orientation in creating things out of the traditional art forms. 

Eames refused to label her canvases of daisies, cups, saucers and veils as digital art and instead insisted them as her "drawings." 

The initiator of the arts and post-graduate art courses at Camberwell College of Arts explained: "These are my drawings. They are not digital art. I happen to use a computer but I use charcoal, graphite, the pencil. Canvas is a traditional media. Computer is only a tool." 

Saying that her knowledge in geometry has helped her put the final touches of her drawings through the computers, Eames continued: "The pencils are important because we need to draw." 

Pointing out that it is not only drawing that has helped her visualise her creations, the woman whose artworks are also reflective of her early orientations to Islam as a result of her childhood spent in Bahrain said: "I know how to crochet. I knit. I do carpentry. My family taught me these. What I am driving at is even if modern technology now exists, we cannot do away with drawing and the other traditional arts." 

Eames said the basics in visual arts such as drawing must be learnt and children must be taught this "so that they will know how to create things." 

"Even fashion designers do that. We have to draw first so that we will know how my ideas would look like," she said. 

She added: "Whatever you are thinking. You have to get it right and you can only do this if at first, you will put on paper. You have to create." 

Explaining further the need to be equipped with the basics in art, Eames mentioned about the difference between colour light and colour pigments, or the tints and tones of colours one wants to see. 

"It's like there will be no darkness if there is no light," Eames said, adding it is through actual experimentation on the colours that will bring about the desired effect in visual arts since it is the presence of light that defines shapes and forms. 
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