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The Sovereign European Art Prize - Opens for Business

Artists and galleries throughout Europe are today (10 June 2005) opening their mail to find that the Sovereign Art Foundation’s inaugural European Art Prize for painting is officially open for business.  Since the launch of the euros 25,000 Prize - at a reception on 7 April 2005 at London’s Hayward Gallery - the Foundation has been active creating a Europe-wide network of advisers, nominators and supporters.  That network is now in place and the Prize has entered its most exciting phase so far as it prepares to receive nominations for the Prize from across Europe.

Later this year (in October) a distinguished panel of judges Sir Peter Blake (Chair), Jorge Molder (Portugal), Charlotta Kotik (New York and the Czech Republic) Shaheen Mirali (Germany), Ami Barak (France), Janwillen Schroffer (the Netherlands) Giorgio Bonomi (Italy), Angela Flowers (UK) announce their shortlist and following that there will be an opportunity for  public to view (and comment on)  the paintings they have selected – first on the  Prize’s website and then, in January 2006, at an exhibition of the paintings at Bonhams in New Bond Street, London (January 4 -17 2006) at which the prize winner will be announced.

Funds raised through the auction of the short listed works will be ploughed back into the Sovereign Art Foundation to be made available to applicant artists through travel grants and bursaries; hence the Sovereign Art Foundation will support talented emerging artists all year round.  The European Art prize builds on the success of the Sovereign Asian Art Prize

- Ends -

For further information please contact:

Fariba Farshad

Candlestar Ltd

+44207 348 6020

fariba.farshad@candlestar.co.uk
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Notes for editors

1. The European-wide network of advisors will include artists, curators, academics and gallerists from nine core countries: Czech Republic, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain.  The advisory group will also include representatives from national cultural offices based in London.


2. The winning painting will be retained by the Sovereign Art Foundation for their collection and the remaining 29 short listed paintings will be auctioned.  50% of the price will go to the artist. The other 50% will  be retained by the Sovereign Art Foundation to aid their charitable work in the arts field and assist emerging artists

3. The Sovereign Art Foundation was established as a registered charity in 2003.   Its goal is to promote awareness and offer support towards the development of art and artists.

4. In addition to supporting the development of the prize and creating a package of benefits for artists who apply to the Foundation, it has developed partnerships across the cultural and educational sectors with organisations including Bonhams, City Inn, Central Saint Martin’s College of Art and Design and Wimbledon School of Art, Britart.com and its Whiteground Gallery on Maddox Street, London.

5. The European Art Prize is being organised by Candlestar ltd the cultural consultancy set up in 2003 by Michael Benson, former Director of Marketing and Communications at the University of the Arts London. Candlestar’s clients in the cultural sector include Wimbledon School of Arts, the British Library, the Whitechapel Gallery, Cabaret Mechanical Theatre, the South Bank Centre, the Vienna Boys Choir, Photo London, Leicester Haymarket Theatre and the University of Exeter.
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