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The Sovereign European Art Prize 2005 - Shortlist Announcement 

The Sovereign  Art Foundation has today (21 November) announced the names of the thirty artists who have been short listed for its inaugural European Art Prize. Entry to this annual Prize is by nomination and thanks to the network of advisers that the Foundation established across Europe over 250 recommendations were received from 20 European Countries 
The thirty short listed artists and their paintings are as follows:

Milan Houser, Czech Republic, Reverse 2

Daniel Pitin, Czech Republic, Scream

Giuliana Fresco, Italy, Blue Alphabet of Signs

G-Brecht , The Netherlands, Approach
Sophie Debieuvre, France, RHYZ -2005
Susan Gunn, UK, Specto Specus
Michal Pechoucek, Czech Republic, Readers

Eric Provenchere, France, Without Title

Patrik Kovacovsky, Slovakia, Private Sea

Masha Shubina, Germany, Privat

Andrea Medjesi- Jones, UK, “H”

Ronald Versloot,The Netherlands, Storied

Antonio Marchetti-Lamera, Italy, Cangiante No.0

Paulo Brighenti ,Portugal, The Skin

Pamela Golden,UK, Fire

Koen Vermeule, The Netherlands, Spinning

Lisa Wright, UK Night Beach

Anja Ganster, Germany View out of My Window
Bas Coengracht, The Netherlands, Pollution

Stephen Chambers, UK, The Collector of 1000

Tom Hammick, UK,  High Rise
Andrea Chiesi, Italy, Tempo 24

Martha Parsey, Germany, She Stoops to Conquer
Robert Suermondt, Switzerland, Alton,

Roberto Caracciolo, Italy, Asilo 2004

Flavio De Marco, Italy, Untitled 2

Adele Prosdocimi, Italy,  Otre, 2000

Giovanni Manfredini, Italy, Untitled

Maria Morganti, Italy, Untitled

Michael Jäger, Germany, Chinatown Orange

Overall, the standard of entries was extremely high and the judging panel under the Chairmanship of Sir Peter Blake worked hard to select the thirty paintings that will now goforward to the European Art Prize exhibition at Bonhams in London’s New Bond Street between 3 – 17 January 2006.  Commenting on the short listing process Sir Peter Blake said ‘This was a tricky business. There were many surprises and new discoveries.  If this standard is maintained the Sovereign European Prize will quickly establish itself as an important part of the cultural map of Europe.’

The thirty short listed paintings will now be uploaded on to the European Art Prize website and the public will be invited to vote for their favourite work. A system of public voting will also operate at the Bonhams exhibition.

The judging panel will meet at Bonhams on 12 January to review the paintings and select a winner.  The award (€ 25,000) will be presented by Howard Bilton, the Founder and Chairman of the Sovereign Art Foundation, at a gala dinner that will be held at Bonhams on 13 January 2006 – there will also be a Prize for the work that attracts most public votes.  

The remaining 29 works will be auctioned by Bonhams during the dinner and the proceeds from that auction will go to the Sovereign Art Foundation where they will be used to fund worthy charitable causes in the field of the arts. The first projects to be supported in this way will be announced at the dinner/auction.

Howard Bilton, the Founder and Chairman of the Sovereign Art Foundation said ‘I am delighted that we have been able to attract such a strong group of artists for our inaugural European Prize. Also it’s great that the business community has been prepared to back this initiative. Our Asian Art Prize is now in its third year and this is a really encouraging start to our work in Europe and one on which I’m certain we build in years to come.’

Ends

For further information please contact:  Michael Benson on +44207 835 5515 or + 447973 553939 or by email michael..benson@candlestar.co.uk

Images 
A full set of images of the short listed paintings are available from 

www.sovereignartfoundation.com

For further information regarding images please contact:  Fariba Farshad on +44 207 835 5515 or +44 7968 609517 or by email fariba.farshad@candlestar.co.uk

Notes for Editors

1. The twenty countries that nominated artists for the Prize 2005 were Slovenia, Italy, Czech Republic, UK, Austria, Poland, The Netherlands, Norway, Cyprus, Switzerland, Denmark, Ireland, Portugal, France, Austria, Germany, Finland, Belgium, Spain and Sweden. 
2. The Sovereign European Art Prize Exhibition will be at Bonhams 101 New Bond Street, London W1S 1SR where it will be open to the public between Monday – Friday 10am – 4pm from 3 – 17 January inclusive.
3. There will be a private view/ preview  at Bonhams on Thursday 5 January 2005 6.30pm–8.30pm
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