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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release, Friday 16 March 2007

French artist Damien Cadio wins the EUR25,000 
Sovereign European Art Prize 2007 with ‘Esercito’
· British artist Wendy Elia wins the EUR1,000 public vote for her painting, ‘Nick’
· The Sovereign European Art Prize is the only painting prize in the UK which raises money for the arts
Damien Cadio, aged 31, is one of the youngest artists to win an international painting prize.  Cadio was born in France but now lives and works in Berlin. The New York Times described Cadio's paintings as ‘enigmatic painterly narratives’.

‘Esercito’, meaning the army in Italian, is no exception.  Cadio describes his painting as: ‘a man appearing to do be doing something that may or may not be dangerous…torture, a ritual with an execution as a sacrifice. The man doesn’t seem to care and looks as if he is posing for a classical portrait.’
Chairman of Judges, Sir Peter Blake, comments:
‘Choosing from the high standard of finalists was an impossible task.  The judges found it very difficult to reach a decision but are pleased that in its second year, the only international painting prize has been awarded to an artist who is at such an exciting stage of his career.’
The Sovereign European Art Prize was founded by tax lawyer and entrepreneur Howard Bilton.  It is the only painting prize in the UK that raises money for the arts.  
The winning painting will enter the Sovereign Art Foundation collection and the remaining 33 finalist works will be auctioned at Bonhams during the winner announcement gala dinner, on 15th March.  Over the past year the money raised from the inaugural 2006 prize has been invested in projects managed by Arts & Kids and CREATE.

British artist Wendy Elia wins the EUR1,000 prize for the most public votes, for her painting ‘Nick’.  ‘Nick’ is part of a series of life-size paintings of contemporary women called Half Naked.  Equally praised by the judges, Elia’s work inverts the image of women that saturates the media and advertising industry. ‘Nick’ sits naked and confident, challenging the viewer with her kick boxing champion belt at her feet.
Members of the public were invited to view the works and vote by visiting the exhibition at Club Row, Rochelle School, London E1 and online at www.SovereignArtFoundation.com.

Entry to the Sovereign European Art Prize is by nomination from a network of international galleries, artists, curators and cultural attachés.  Entries were received from 20 countries.  The independent panel of judges, chaired by Sir Peter Blake, are from various creative industries and European countries including France, Czech Republic, Portugal and Germany.
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Notes to Editors

1. Esercito by Damien Cadio, oil on canvas, 75 x 54 x 2cm

Damien Cadio was born in France in 1975 but lives and works in Berlin. He is represented by Galerie Almine Rechs in Paris and Gallery Grimm|Rosenfeld in New York and Munich.  Since 1999, Damien has worked in music, film and the visual arts producing numerous collaborative projects that have included recordings such 2004's notable ‘Erman ZOE -  This nose reminds me of a small pillow’, as well as concerts and videos. His work has also been seen in over 30 group and individual exhibitions in Europe and North America.  The New York Times described Cadio's paintings as enigmatic painterly narratives and ‘Esercito’ is no exception.

2. Nick by Wendy Elia, oil on canvas, 170.2 x 88.9 x 7.6 cm.
Wendy Elia completed her training at St Martin’s School of Art in 1983.  Her work was selected as part of the Christie's 'Pick of the new graduate art' exhibition and since then Wendy has shown at numerous galleries in London and twice at the National Portrait Gallery.  She now divides her professional life between her art practice and teaching.
3. The Chair of the Judges, Sir Peter Blake is joined by an eminent panel of judges: Ami Barak, curator, critic and writer, Head of Visual Art, Ville de Paris (France); Isabel Carlos, independent curator (Portugal); Eric Corne, artist (France); Jiri David, artist and writer (Czech Republic); Susan Gunn, Sovereign European Art Prize winner 2005; Bruce McLean, artist (UK); Enzo di Martino, professor and critic (Italy); Shaheen Merali, artist and Head of the Department for exhibition, film and new media at the Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin (Germany); Jorge Molder, artist and Director of the Calouste Gulbenkian Museum of Modern Arts since 1990 (Portugal).
4. Nominations for the prize are proposed by a range of people including artists, gallerists, curators and cultural attachés across Europe.  The only rule is that the nominators can not put forward an artist they represent.

5. The countries that nominated artists include Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Italy, The Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, UK.

6. A full set of images of the short-listed paintings can be viewed at: http://www.candlestar.co.uk/sovereign-art-list.html
7. All submissions are between 40x40cm and 200x200cm.
8. The 2006 inaugural Sovereign European Art Prize was awarded to British artist Susan Gunn for Specto Specus I&II.
9. The Sovereign Art Foundation was registered as a charity in Hong Kong in 2003.  The Foundation was set up by Howard Bilton, a tax lawyer who turned his art-collecting hobby into two major art prizes, The Sovereign Asian Art Prize and The Sovereign European Art Prize.  Howard Bilton is also the chairman of The Sovereign Group.

10. [image: image2.jpg]Bonhams, founded in 1793, is the world's oldest and largest auctioneer of fine art and antiques remaining with British ownership.  The present company was formed by the merger in November 2001 of Bonhams & Brooks and Phillips Son and Neale UK.   For a full listing of upcoming sales, plus details of more than 50 Bonhams specialist departments, go to www.bonhams.com
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