Sponsored by Magic of Persia

Persia Family Programme at the British Museum

16th – 20th April 2008 
11:00 – 16:30                
Admission Free

Discover Persia at the British Museum through a series of events sponsored by the London based charity Magic of Persia.  Following on from a successful Persia day in 2005 which attracted 15,000 people, Family Weekend initiates a three year project which, for this year, will focus on the Achaemenid Dynasty and the legacy of Cyrus the Great.  The range of free activities and events will engage with the collections at the British Museum and the newly restored Ancient Iranian galleries, showcasing the rich cultural heritage of the Persian Empire.
Highlights

· Free series of events from 16th April, culminating in a colourful weekend of performance, craft, dance, music and art.

· San Francisco based Ballet Afsaneh present ‘Dances of the Silk Road’.

· World premier of the animated film ‘Mixed Nutz – A Persian Adventure’
The Persian Empire once stretched over 3 million square miles, from Asia, to Europe and Africa.  This weekend will bring to life this fascinating dynasty, with a dynamic programme of activities for the whole family.

There will be a number of free performances and workshops for all to enjoy.  Actor Andrew Ashmore will play King Darius in the fabulous setting of gallery 52, where visitors will be able to see the Cyrus Cylinder and Oxus Treasure.  Sue Pritchard will oversee a mythical creature workshop, while Xanthe Gresham will narrate Persian tales and legends. An Iran Trail will weave its way through the galleries, and David Allsop will construct a miniature Persian city fit for a king.

Persia Family Weekend is also an exclusive opportunity to attend performances from critically acclaimed ensembles and watch award winning Iranian animations and films. The highlight of the weekend will be the Ballet Afsaneh’s Dances of the Silk Road.  The San Francisco based ballet fuse a traditional repertoire of folkloric and classical dances from regions along the ancient trade route, with modern dance and theatre, demonstrating that living traditions will always remain contemporary.  Enchanting Drums, the first UK-based Daf ensemble will perform sacred Sufi Chants of Iran. The Sabah Ensemble and children from the Rustam School will present dance and music inspired by Iran’s cultural heritage. Activities will include a number of craft workshops including jewellery making and the ancient cuneiform. The Golden Lioness award winning animated film, “The Rebirth of Rostam – A Dreamor Film” will be projected alongside the World Premiere of “Mixed Nutz – A Persian Adventure”.  Various shorts and Iranian documentaries will also be screened throughout the weekend.
For further information please contact:  

Claudia Garuti +44 (0)208 7600 7553 claudia.garuti@candlestar.co.uk 

Katrina Whenham 020 7323 8583, kwhenham@thebritishmuseum.ac.uk
Notes to editors:

· Magic of Persia is a non-profit, non-political charity, registered in the UK and the USA, which educates young people on the value and unique contribution of Persian culture to society. Magic of Persia achieves its mission through the development and promotion of education and communication programmes, in partnership with world-class institutions.  For further information contact www.magicofpersia.com / info@magicofpersia.com
· The first Magic of Persia Family Day was held in 2005 at the British Museum, attracting 15,000 people. The 2006 Family Weekend, held at the Victoria and Albert Museum, drew 40,000 people over the two days. Following the Family days’ past success, the British Museum has invited Magic of Persia to collaborate on a 3 year project focusing, in the first year, on the Achaemenid Dynasty (the legacy of Cyrus the Great). The ultimate aim of the Education Programme is to see ancient Persia taught more widely as part of the school curriculum.
· The British Museum is committed to increasing awareness of Ancient Persia through our permanent recently refurbished galleries, temporary exhibitions and cultural events.
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